
 



 

 

Benefits by cover crop in the Midwest Corn Belt 

• Provide nitrogen: hairy vetch, red clover, 

berseem clover, crimson clover 

• Build soil: rye, barley, sorghum-

sudangrass hybrid , sweet clover 

• Reduce soil erosion: wheat clover, rye, 

ryegrass, barley 

• Provide weed control: rye, ryegrass, 

wheat, buckwheat, oats 

 Fight pests: rye, sorghum-sudangrass 

hybrid 

 Reduce Compaction:  tillage radish 
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