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A PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO MAXIMIZING YIELD POTENTIAL

Does Your Planter Consistently Deliver
Maximum Performance?

If not, you may need to be more
attentive to your planter frame
settings. Even the highest quality
planter and attachments cannot
perform at their optimal level
when they are not properly set
and adjusted. It is absolutely

R ; _ 8 imperative to check settings
Strips after planting with coulter regularly and adjust
and residue manager appropriately. When this is
overlooked, not only does your
equipment fail to perform to your
standards, it may even become
damaged.

Failure to properly set the planter
frame height and level will result
in less than successful operation
of the planter and toolbar
attachments.

Planter in field position

Leveling the planter is the most important part of the adjustment
process. With the planter lowered to proper operating height
(consult owners manual for proper height setting), check to be
sure that the planter frame and row unit parallel arms are level.
Field and actual planting conditions change and will dictate planter
frame heights. Planter toolbars and row unit parallel arms must be
level side-to-side and front-to-rear. Once the planter is in the field
and has been fully loaded with seed, fertilizer, etc., this leveling
process should be repeated to ensure that the settings are still
accurate.

It is also smart to conduct a field check of the hitch height with a
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bubble level on the toolbar frame to ensure level operation from
front to back. Check the manufacturer’s operator’s manual for
instructions on how to adjust the frame height and level. It is
crucial for the planter to operate level laterally and follow ground
contours precisely.

Planter attachment performance
can be greatly impacted by
planter frame height settings.
For example, residue managers
must be operated level and at
the correct frame height for the
planter. In order to ensure this,
frequent checks on planter
frame height may be needed.

In fact, residue managers used in terraced or uneven field terrain
should be equipped with a quick adjust assembly or a floating
mechanism to allow the residue manager wheels to follow the
contours of the field. Frequent adjustment may also be needed in
finely tilled or soft soils due to lack of resistance. In these
conditions, the planter may lose flotation, requiring adjustment of
the residue manager to shallower positions.

Residue managers should not
engage the soil. If the soil is
engaged, it is being moved to the
middle of the row along with any
pre-applied herbicides, which is
clearly counterproductive. This
will also cause the residue
manager’s fingers to create
downsloping walls in the
seedbed, allowing erratic seed
Fertilizer coulter with Coulter and Placem_ent and CreaFmg _a trer)ch
Residue Manager combination into which heavy rain will drain
and carry away seeds, soil,
fertilizer, and herbicides.

If the wheels are going beyond the residue and disturbing the soil,
adjustment is needed. Remember that it is not necessary to clear
away 100% of the residue. Doing so would necessitate engaging
the soil and put plants at risk. The width of path cleared depends
on ground conditions, depth setting, and ground speed.

Checking planter and attachment settings should be performed
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regularly to enhance performance and ensure equipment
longevity. Adjustment is often needed to get the most out of your
equipment. Leveling the planter is the most important step
regardless of what kind of attachment you are using. It is also
essential to check individual attachments, such as coulters and
residue managers, to ensure optimal performance.

In addition, there is no substitution for frequent visual inspection
of seed depth and spacing during the planting operation. This
assures the planter is set for peak performance.

Visit www.yetterco.com to review past issues of The Leading Edge
and Yetter products that maximize your yield potential.

Notice - The information contained in this guide is offered in good faith by Yetter Mfg.
Co., Inc. to further the understanding of no-till farming. However, the use of the
information provided is beyond the control of Yetter Mfg. Co., Inc. and in no case shall
Yetter Mfg. Co., Inc. or any seller of its products be responsible for any damages which
may occur from the use of this information. All such risks shall be assumed by the user.
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